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Marie given her,— which, indeed, was so pleasing to
her that she never heard herself called by that name
without feeling its sweetness. That Royal Virgin
and Mother of Virgins diffused in this little one’s
heart the love of purity and of Religion before she
knew what purity and Religion were, unless it may
be said—a thing which some persons remarked —
that she was notably precocious in the use of her
reason.

[131] ““ Her parents were taking a walk, one day,
in the wooded path on one of their estates, when
they sent for their little Marie, who was then only
four years old. The walet de chambre, or footman,
who brought her in his arms, gave her on the way
some improper caresses; the poor child began to cry
and to resist, in so strange a manner that this aston-
ished man had much difficulty in framing a falsehood
to conceal the cause of her tears. Now I would
willingly assert that this was the greatest sin against
purity she ever committed. Though she gave me a
very exact account, in new France, of all the acts of
her life, I can say (to render honor and glory to the
source of all goodness) that I do not remember hav-
ing noted any fault that approached, even remotely,
a serious offense. Speaking to me, then, afterward
about that man’s caresses, which were over in a mo-
ment, she still wept hot tears,—not that she believed
she had committed any fault in the matter, but from
a holy jealousy for purity, lamenting with sorrow
that, after having been so expressly dedicated and
attached to the blessed Virgin, [132] she should have
had that unfortunate experience, to the detriment of
her purity.



